
Miss Julie takes place in the kitchen of the Count’s 
manor house on a Midsummer’s Eve. 

Miss Julie opens with Jean walking onstage into the 
manor’s kitchen. He is a valet. Jean meets with his 
fiancée, Christine, and talks to her about Miss Julie’s odd 
behavior. He thinks she’s insane ever since she came to 
the barn dance, danced with the gamekeeper, and then 
attempted to dance with him despite Jean only being 
a servant of the court. Christine talks about Miss Julie’s 
background, how she was unable to face her family 
after breaking off her engagement. She stayed behind 
and mingled with the servants rather than going with 
her father to the Midsummer’s Eve celebration with the 
other nobles. They discuss the incident that led to the 
breakup of Miss Julie’s engagement, a strange incident 
where her fiancé refused to jump over a riding whip at 
her command. Jean describes it as similar to training a 
dog to jump through a hoop.

Jean takes out a bottle of wine, and he and Christine 
flirt. Noticing a nasty odour, Jean asks Christine what 
she’s cooking. She is making a drug designed to induce 
abortion for Miss Julie’s dog, which was impregnated 
by a servant’s dog. The two discuss Miss Julie further, 
with Christine finding her both too stuck-up in some 
ways and not proud enough in others. She compares 
Miss Julie to her mother. Despite this, Jean finds Miss 
Julie beautiful, but also sees her as a useful stepping-
stone to his lifelong quest to own an inn of his own. Miss 
Julie appears and asks Christine if the drug has finished 
cooking. Jean’s demeanor changes, and he becomes 
charming and polite.

As they greet each other, Miss Julie asks Jean again 
if he would like to dance. He hesitates, because he’s 
promised Christine a dance and worries that gossip will 
be caused by dancing with her. Miss Julie pulls rank, 
insisting she is the lady of the house and must have the 
best dancer waltz with her. He agrees, and they leave. 

When they return, Miss Julie recounts a dream of 
climbing up a pillar and finding herself stuck on top. 
Jean responds by telling her of the time he snuck into 
her walled garden as a child, which he compares to the 
Garden of Eden, and staring at her from afar. He claims 
to have been filled with unrequited love, and wished he 
could die rather than live knowing he could never be 
with her due to their difference in ranks.

Jean and Miss Julie overhear some servants mocking 
them, not knowing they’re listening. The two of them 
hide in Jean’s room. Although Jean promises to be 
respectful of Miss Julie, it soon becomes clear that 
they have had sex. Julie is confused and not sure how 
to proceed, and Jean tells her they can no longer be 
together because they’ll be tempted to continue their 
relationship until they’re caught. He confesses he 
was lying when he said he wished he could die rather 
than not be with her. Angrily, Miss Julie tells him she’s 
submissive to no man. They decide to run away to start 
a hotel together. Miss Julie steals money from her father, 
but Jean becomes angry when she insists on taking her 
little bird along. She sees it as the only creature that 
truly loves her, and when she says that she’d rather kill 
the bird than give it to strangers, Jean cuts its head off.

Jean and Miss Julie are startled when Christine walks 
in and sees them in their planning. Miss Julie asks 
her to come along as the head of the kitchen in their 
hotel, but Christine is angered and refuses. Christine, 
who is headed for church, tells Miss Julie about God 
and forgiveness then leaves, saying she’ll tell the 
stablemasters to keep the horses inside so the two of 
them cannot run off. 

Soon, they receive word that the Count has returned. 
Both of them lose their courage and decide they can’t 
go ahead with their plans. Miss Julie becomes distraught 
and realizes she has nothing to her name. She asks 
Jean if he has a way out for her, and he hands her a 
razor. The play ends with Miss Julie walking out the 
door, apparently to commit suicide.

Cast Gareth John Bale
 Sharon Morgan
 Gwenllian Higginson

Length Approx 2 hours with an interval 
Age suitability  14+

Venue: Borough Theatre, Abergavenny
Date: Friday 20 April
Time: 7.30pm

Tickets: £14 | Concessions  £12 | Students  £7
Box Office: 01873 850 805
Online Booking: boroughtheatreabergavenny.co.uk

Miss Julie - Synopsis


